THE HISTORY OF KATHIAWAD

raised the Gohels to a position of importance in Saurashtra.
Born in A.D. 1683, at the age of twenty he succeeded his
father, Ratanji, at Sihor, and from the first determined
that he would make himself a powerful chief in the confu-
sion consequent on the decline of the Moghal authority.
His defeat of the Marathas gave him his opportunity, for
he was so impressed by the dangerous position of Sihor
in the event of defeat that he determined to found a
capital at some place from which he could escape if
necessary* So he chose the village of Wadwa, and there
in A.D. 1723 he built the town of Bhavnagar. By having
a capital on the sea he not only made for himself a safe
means of retreat, but he was also able to make it a means
of wealth by attracting some of the trade before monopo-
lized by Gogha, Surat, and Cambay. Bhavnagar quickly
gained in importance, and Bhavsinhji was soon obliged
to spend a good deal of time trying to keep the place from
attracting notice until he should be sufficiently strong to
hold it in case of attack.

In A.D. 1718 Jam Raisinhji of Nawanagar had been
murdered by his brother Hardholji, who usurped the
dominions of the rightful heir, Jadej a Tamachi, the infant
son of Raisinhji. A slave-girl concealed the child in a
box and fled to Kachh, where she besought the boy's
aunt, Bai Ratnaji, to aid him to recover his lawful posses-
sions. The Bai took up her nephew's case and wrote to
her brother, Pratapsinhji Jhala of Halwad, asking him
to marry his daughter to the Viceroy of Gujarat, Sarbuland
Khan Umbariz-ul-Mulk, and the daughter of one of his
cousins to Salabat Mahomed Khan Babi, Commander of
the Moghal forces in Gujarat. Pratapsinhji fell in with
his sister's views in A.D. 1726, and the result of these
matrimonial alliances was that in A.D. 1727 Jam Hard-
holji was driven away from Nawanagar, and the rightful
ruler, Jam Tamachi, was seated on the gadi. In
return for the assistance rendered, three villages, Charak-
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